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MORTALITY OF INFANTS IN THE FIRST YEAR OF EXISTENCE. 


6 years.) 
10,116 13,456 12,353 were of children under 3 
6,726 1815 5,334 
21,457 18,802 22,735 were of children of a year or less. 


(5 years.) (9 years.) ; 
22,453 21,727 were of children of a year old, or less. 
The of infants is less in Paris than in France 


generally, on 
account of the number of foundlings who are removed into the country 


directly after their exposure at the Hépital des Enfans Trouvés: in the 


SY PROFESSOR BAU, OF BERS. 
1.—Comparative Mortality of Infants. 
Or 9,808,199 deathe which wok ploce pews, from 1890 to 
1828, in the kingdom of Prussia, 751,077 were of children of one 
dam, Paris, and in France generally, the proportion ts 
somewhat less formidable, as the following table will show :— 
Of 100,000 deaths, 
In Paris, In Amsterdam, 
In France, 1818-21, 1816, 1818-29 | 
in 1822. 1626-28, 13 
Of 100,000 deaths, 
In Sweden, = In Westphalia and Rhenish 
= 
the mortality is greater than in any other part of France. 
From the above and other data, we learn that 
26.69 per cent. of the deaths in Prussia are of children under 1 yeer. 
21.72 Rh, Prussia and Westphalia ... 
21.46 of the ope 
25.54 Courland een 
Amsterdam eee 
22.00 Philadelphia 
17 
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According to Duvillard, of 1,000,000 persons born in France, 767,628 
only attain the age of a year. In the level aap ay of Russia, 211 
out of every 1000 die before the expiration of the first year ; in Peters- 
burgh, 311; in Berlin, 276; in London, 320. 

f the whole number of children born, 

23.24 per cent. in Paris die before the expiration of the first year. 

20.02 ..... Sweden. 

33.33 ..... the Province of Kasan (in Russia). 

21.10 ..... Berlin. 

25.6 eeeees London. 

32.00 ..... St. Petersburgh. 

31.1 Prussia. ; 

17.6 eeecee Courland. 
s 2.— ative ity of the Sexes. if 

Of the 751,077 died in Prussia in the 
nine years, 1820-28, 415,305 were boys, and 335,792 girls. In Cour- 
land, the proportion of male to female infants dying under a year old is 
as 53.1 to 46.9; in Friesland, as 55.2 to 44.8 ; in Paris, as 55.5 to 44.5. 
The greater comparative mortality of male infants is in some measure 
only apparent, inasmuch as far more male than female children are born. 
It has been observed in Friesland, notwithstanding the disparity of reale 
and female births, that at the age of forty the sexes were equal. 

3.—Comparative Mortality of Legitimate and Ilegitimate Infants. 

In Prussia, in the six 1826 to 1831, 17.56 of 

legitimate children died before attaining the age of twelve months; 
and so many as 26.46 per cent. of the illegitimate. According to Ra- 


as 
* mon de la Sagta, the rate of mortality of the legitimate and illegitimate 


children in the isle of Cuba is as follows : 
White population. Colored population. — 


‘Legitimate. Illegitimate.’ Legitimate. legitimate.” 


In the first week 11.1 14.3 
From a week toa mo. 2.6 6.5 4.4 5.0 
From 1 to2 months 1.7 _ 2.8 2.5 2.2 
From 2 to3 months 2.7 4.1 2.1 22 
From 3to12mos. 11.4 15 13.9 11.7 


4.—Influence of the Seasons on the Mortality of Infants. 

The season of the jour evidently exercises on the 
rate of the mortality of children: According to Trevisan, of 100 chil- 
dren born in Italy in the winter, 66 die in the first month, and only 19 
survive the first year ; on the other hand, of 100 born in the summer, 80 
many as $3 survive the first year; of 100 born in the spring, 48}; 
100 born in the autumn, 58. In Belgium, the rate of mortality in the 
first month, of children born in January, compared with that of children 
born in July, is as 33.21 to 17.19. According to the researclies of 
Villermé and Milne Edwards, published by Dumeni, the mortality of chil- 
dren is much more considerable during the three winter months than 


cent. cent. cent. cent. 
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during the rest of the year in France, in the southern parts of which 
country it diminishes in March, but in the northern not till April... In 
Philadelphia, however, the rate of mortality is very differently affected 
by the seasons; the season most fatal 


Mecklen Schwerin - -  $.70 
Sleswick and Holstein - - - 460 


Russia generally - - - - 0.80 
There are more still-births of illegitimate than of legitimate children ; 
it has been calculated that, where 3.166 per cent. of the legitimate births 
are still-births, 4.959 of the illegitimate are still-births. 


According to the calculations of Bickes, of legitimate male children, 
3.559 per cent. are stillborn; of legitimate female, 2.749 per : 
whilst, of illegitimate male, 5.277 per cent. are stillborn; and 3 


itimate female, 4.632 per cent. In Leipsic, during twenty-five 
1801 to 18%, the proportion of chidren stillbam to hi 

alive was as 1 to 17 2-3; in 1822, in the district of Leignits, it 
to 15; in Arnsberg, 1 to 28; in Coblentz, 1 to 27; in El 

to 17; in Magdeburg, 1 to 18; in Dusseldorf, 1 to 26; in M 
to 37; in Stralsund, 1 to 443; in Erfurt, 1 to 30; in Merseburg, 1 
21; in Posen, 1 to 49; in Berlin (in 1821), 1 to 19; in Gotha, 1 
10; in Paris (in 1822), 1 to 20; in Saarlouis, 1 to 16; in Vienna, 


to 364. According to Casper, the av portion of still-births 
living-births is as 1 to 19.—British and Foreign Medical Review. | 


' INFLUENCE OF TOBACCO ON THE VOICE AND HEALTH. 
_ To the Editor of the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 
Sia,—The first instance of the loss of voice in a ic speaker, that 
came to my knowledge, was Chief Justice Reeve, of the Supreme Court 
in Connecticut. He was an eminent lawyer, had an extensive map| 
and was as distinguished as an advocate, as he was for erudition and 
legal science. Judge Reeve lost his voice at about the stor gop E 
he never afterwards spoke excepting in a whisper. He lived to 
age of about eighty years. Till seventy years ol ago, be was Jadgo of 
the Court, and many years of the time Chief Justi had, at the sane 
time, a large and respectable law school, at which many a son of Massa 


island of Cuba, the rate of infant- mortality is not sensibly affected by 
the change of the seasons. 
5.—Proportion of Still-births to the Total Number of Births in several 
European Countries. 
In Prussia, it is 2.90 ner cent. 
Sweden 
to 
to 
] 
to 
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chusetts, and most other States throughout the Union, received most 
valuable instruction, in his distinct and audible whisper. The writer 
has frequently heard him give “ learned opinions ” in the same manner 
from the bench, and charge a jury so that not one syllable of his lumi- 
nous view of the “law and the testimony ” was lost by them. He 
continued to deliver his course of law lectures, till seventy-five years 


of age. 

In early and middle life Judge Reeve was in the habit of smoking 
tobacco, “ which habit,” says my respectable and venerable correspon- 
dent, “he afterwards changed to taking snuff. This, as is usual, in- 
creased upon him, until he used it to great excess; he took snuff for 
the last 15 or 20 years of his life.” 

I relate this case,to show that the loss of voice is not exclusively con- 

“ ministers,” and that even lawyers are not always 


i of 

munity tobacco by ing or snuffing. Now these filth 
practices are universally abandoned by the sex ; and yet not iad 
vidual, to 


ythan a year, and at the present time is quite bad. He is not @ 
rae his business requires him to talk ‘much. He hes 

a wer for many years, and had not lessened the quantity’ 

at all when this difficulty in his throat commenced. Recently he has 


still continues the practice. If this affection of the shoait hoe wae 
arisen from the use of his voice in his vocation, he finds it greatly ag- 
ep by it. He, like many others, has had some apprehension that 
use of tobacco has had much to do as a cause of his disease. 
I do not believe that there is the least foundation in fact for the hy- 
that the use of tobacco affords a protection to public speakers 
from the calamity in question. But if it does, the evils which arise from 
its use more than counterbalance all the good that would result, even 
if it afforded ample and certain protection. nee 
On this subject I will cite a few authorities, of the ablest and most 
distinguished medical men and philosophers of this country and Europe. — 
Dr. Rush bears testimony to the deleterious effects of tobacco on 
health in various ways, when used in moderation. “It impairs appetite, 
produces dyspepsia, tremors, vertigo, headache and epilepsy ; 1nJURES 


yet to learn that lawyers more frequently use tobacco than gentlemen 
of the other professions and other callings in life. That the practice is 
less in favor than _ with all classes of - admits of no 
nied that some of them speak “long and loud.” 
While this communication is being written, a gentleman, with the 
‘¢ Minister's ail,”” has called on me for advice. It has been in 
his disease, or was making it worse. 
An auctioneer consulted me for an affection of the throat, since this 
communication was transmitted to the editor, which upon investigation 
proved to be the formidable disease which so often affects public speak- 


its 


in larger 
of 


“ Tobacco is endued with 
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THE VOICE, destroys the teeth, and imparts to the complexion a disa- 

3 greeable dusky color.” “In no one view,” says Dr. Rush, “is it 

more absurd and ndicu- 
| light, than in his attachment to tobacco.” 

Dr. Boerhaave says of tobacco, “When this celebrated plant was 
first brought into Europe, it was cried up for a certain antidote to bun- 
ger, but it was soon observed that the number of hypochondriacal and 

Sir Sloane says of it, “lo all places where it has come into use, 
it has much bewitched the inhabitants, from the polite European to the 
barbarous Hottentot.” 

Dr. Cullen says, “I have known a small quantity of it, snuffed up 
the nose, to produce giddiness, stupor and vomiting ; and when applied 
in quantities, there are many instances of 
its more il§ proving a mortal poison.”’ 

Dr. that his 
yous 

oduci 
her poisons.” further says, use 
d with severe vomiting, extreme debility and cold sweats.” 
se goes on to say, “ if che 
s! we are constrained to deplore not caly 
too often fatal abuse of it, by snuffing, 
those of weak digestion, 
ur of an excellest treatise on 
th because it may produce 
prevailed of its carative pow 
Tissot once saw the smoking of it’ 
his Manual of Pharmacy, speaking of 
of a dangerous and alarming nature.” 
timony against tobacco is in the ; 
m of chewing and smoking tobacco 
> pancreas. use of tobacco in 
power of digestion by occasioning 
which he ought to swallow.” Mr. 
> mervous system tobacco acts 
otions and tending to bring on fatal disease of that 
that be never used tobacco, and he is disposed to 
ivantage is derived fom it, for be bad never met 
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with a man who used it, that advised him to follow his example. Find- 
ing his friend, Sir John Pringle, to have loss of memory and tremor of 
the hands, he advised him to discontinue tobacco, which he did, and the 
tremors subsided. 

I will not enlarge. After such an array of testimony, who can doubt 
that tobacco, in each of the several ways in which it has been customa- 
wy used, has destroyed more valuable lives, and broken down the health 

more useful members of society, than have been sufferers from the 
complaint in question, up to the present time, or than there will ever be 


B. Woopwarp. 
Worcester }May 20, 1839. 


L088 OF VOICE AND HEALTH IN CLERGYMEN.—NO. II. 
[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.) : 
Tue amount of my speculations upon the loss of voice and health in 
modern clergymen, is, that there is either too much labor, or it is done 
at improper times and places, or in an injudicious manner, or, more par- 


regimen, however, 
with the kind and quantity of labor which individuals can bear, with 
safety to their health of body and mind, comes within our province. © . 
But here we are met at the threshold by the ultra reformers and 
ics of the present day. If we do not sanction all their extreme 
res, we are liable to be denounced as the opposers of religion and 
Truth and reason are drowned in noise and clamor, and the 
most independent men are tempted to swim with the current, or for 
the sake of their own peace, to- retire from the field. In sucha fer 
ment, it is surprising and mortifying to think how many good men will 
Id, and join the multitude im opposition to their better judgment. 
ithin the last three or four years; as respectable a medical association, 
perhaps, as any in our country, was put in confusion, and was near ¢om- 
po et rmanent schism, in consequence of a resolution which was 
, declaring the use of every kind of fermented drink to be inju- 

_ fious to health. It was with the greatest difficulty that it was put down, 
on the ground of inexpediency. It was found to be i ible to dis- 
{ have already mentioned the age of my father. My grandfather, 
by my father’s side, lived beyond ninety years, and four or five of his 
dren, or more than two thirds of them, to about eighty or upwards. 

- My grandmother, on my mother’s side, lived to be more than eighty. 
She had four children, of whom one lived to be eighty-eight, and another 
eighty-five. Surely their cider and small beer, their principal drink, 
must have been a very slow poison. No, it ris Nr solaced, and re- 
vived them, when they were weary and fatigued, and, in my view, was 
‘anquestionably among the means of promoting their longevity. Shall 


/ 
that not a little is owing to modern changes in the habits and manner of 
living of the spiritual laborers. Upon the former points the religious 
world would consider it as a | and | | if our 
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3 


case is very different with ardent spirit, from what it is with the 
fermented liquors. Its abuse far exceeds its utility, and it was so 
pestilence, making greater ravages, probably, 


i 


ir 
4 
+ 

3 


is not a remedy, but, I think, a preventive. 
to see any reason whatever, why a clergyman, 
hing enough in one day to be ample labor for 

not be allowed to refresh himself with a glass of wine or 
in the evening, if he chooses, calm his nervous system with’ 


Fe 
= 


Li 


il 


is no class of men among us who have tampered so 
as clergymen. It is a curious fact, that I have 
never known a man turn his mind intensely to the subject of his food, 
that did not in the end become dyspeptic, and generally a monomaniac 
upon this point. It is true, that | could mention a gentleman who fre- 
men in sound health very rarely speak, much Jess, boast of it. Be- 
sides, I believe, all the others of his family are decidedly invalids ; and 
one or two of them have prematurely sunk into the grave. 

It is generally supposed that most kinds of extravagance, in time, 
will work their own cure, and that enthusiasts and fanatics, if let alone, 
will finally come to the level of common sense. ‘This does not seem to 
be the fact with the ultraism of the present century. Crescit eundo, the 
longer it continues the more it rages. A most laudable, and, | may 
add, a truly philosophic and benevolent spirit led to the denunciation of 
alcohol, as a drink. Here was a proper , where to draw a definite. 
line. Why not stop here? But the ulwaist now steps in, and would 
strike it out from the materia medica. He next attacks wine, and joins: 
the party that of old accused his Saviour of being a winebibber. He 
sets our churches in a ferment, by attempting to abstract wine from the 


267 

physical com- 

of my life I have not known half a dozen 

have seen much injury, very evidently, from the abuse - 

eucharist, lorgetting that his divine Master created wine for con iY, 
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after “men had well drunk.” Cider shares the same fate, and tea and 
coffee yield in their turn. Spare diet follows in the train. One family 
lives almost entirely upon rice, another upon potatoes. 

There is something very taking, with a certain description of people, 
when conscience, or pretended moral improvement, can be made an 
excuse for indolence. A vast quantity of labor, care, and attention, 
is saved in a family that follows the ultra temperance and abstinence 
principle. It is a very convenient excuse for dispensing with most 


do not mean to insinuate that our clergymen, as a body, have rua 
into all these extremes. But still, J apprehend, they are tinctured with 
more’or less of them, in a much greater degree than any other class of 
men among us.~ They did well in early renouncing ardent spirit. 
Here they ought to have stopped; but many of them were soon led 
further, by patronizing one or two itinerant lecturers of their own pro- 
fession. i have, in my view, the best evidence, that one of these 
lar abstinence lecturers, who perhaps traversed every State in the Union, 
was a monomaniac, or what is latterly called morally insane. 
~ With respect to the quantity of clerical labor that is needed, with the 
times, seasons, and manner of distributing it, that point must be decided 


~ gather that portion of it which seemed to think it impossible to over-act 
in a cause. Any remarks of physicians upon this delicate 
not be likely to be well received. A bare statement of facts, as 
they have occurred in many places, without note or comment, could 
hardly be credited at a distance, and would be apt to be considered as 
invidious and malicious cariacature. In this point of view, if any reform 
is needed, it must be begun and continued in the bodies where the evil 
exists. Human nature is such, that a jealousy of foreign interference 
would be likely to over-balance any good that our profession could effect. 
I am decidedly of the opinion of the late President Dwight, of Yale 
College, that a good minister, even in a civil point of view, is the most 
useful man that his parish can have; and no idea can be more injurious 
to his people, than that he is a kind of honorary town pauper, whom 
they are burdened to support like a gentleman. He gives much more 
than an equivalent for all he receives. It is very painful, therefore, to 
see such a man prematurely break down ; and it is often very difficult 


ties never clash. Any labor that materially endangers his body or mind, 
cannot be his duty. He must so husband his as_,to be 
able to work to-morrow. When he is much exhausted, it is a tempo 


tem 
rary disease, which often requires a temporary refreshment. If his de- 


| nghts of hospitality. It 1s very little trouble to provide for a 
table, where nothing but bread, rice, potatoes, and water, or perhaps 
milk, may be wanted, and where the luxury of butter is too great an in- 
by the clergy and their people. I have been much pleased, he , 
in seeing this topic lately discussed in a ra ete periodical, in a series 
of articles under the head of “ ‘Too much Preaching,” and am giad to 
find it has become a matter of attention, before the religious public, or 


Instrumental Labor. 
bilitated system is left spontaneously to restore 
his constitution may not be sufficient, but the 
an incurable malady. ‘Give strong drink to him t 
| and wine to those that be of heavy hearts.” — 
) that Timothy was a zealous total-abstinence 
not have been necessary, to “ use a little wine for 
May, 1339. 
DISEASE OF THE KIDNEYS. : 
BY SR B. C. BRODIE. | = 
I wave y had occasion to draw attention to cases of 
by which you may distinguish the one from the other, are thes. In 


Disease of the Kidneys. 


of the kidney the generally consist of a frequent de- 
the tin and i referred to the 
bes and neck of the bladder after making water ; the urine is in gene- 
acid, and almost always albuminous. I had a case a short time since 
strikingly illustrated the truth of this diagnosis. A gentleman 
to me with all the above symptoms ; I tested his urine, both by- 
ic acid and by heat, and it proved to be always albuninous. | | 
further inquiry, that he had voided a small calculus when he was a 
ild, and that he had been subject to irregular attacks of fever, one of 
which had preceded the symptoms for which he consulted me. He 


nary bladder y healthy, but the kidneys were diseased. One of 
them was and pulpy, and quite degenerated in structure ; in the 
other I found two calculi, closely invested by surrounding membrane, 


every case that you have, that medicine is of any avail; for what can 
do with your medicines when a patient has a calculus imbedded in 


that was some short time since in:the hospital, Sir Benjamin Brodie ob- 
served that such diseasé would, if it ran its course, bring on di 
bladder, diseased prostate gland, calculi in the bladder, and diseased 
testis, and the converse might be said of many of these latter diseases. 
bringing on irritation in the kidney. Sometimes the secondary disease 
was the first one which attracted notice of the surgeon, and was in. 
many instances produced at first by sympathy only, which in the end 
into real disease, in which way only could be explained the 
identity of affection between the kidney and bladder in these cases. 
Sir B. Brodie related the case of a lady who had disease of the bladder 
from the impaction of a mulberry calculus in the kidney. buy 
Some time since a boy was admitted into the hospital under Sir B. 
Brodie’s care. He labored under severe pain in the groin, with inability 
to pass his water. These symptoms were soon relieved by the use of 
appropriate remedies. At times he passed several small calculi by the 
urethra, which, on being carefully analysed by Dr. Prout, proved to be 
phosphatic in their species and composition. The patient had also 
some pain in the region of the kidney, but no particular irritability of 
the bladder manifested itself, except when any difficulty occ io 
passing his urine, from portions of phosphatic calculi stopping up-the 
passage of the urethra. | 
_ He died about thirteen months after his admission, and on a post< 


| | a ever me 
viz., ulceration of the coats of the gall-bladder from the pressure of a 
gae-aone, and consequent effusion of bile into the peritoneal cavity. [ 
the nity of examining this case after death ; I found the uti- 
and a deposit _ is not _ you 
have the opportunity of examining these cases before disease in the 
bladder is set up, which it always is eventually if the disease remains 
the = can cases _ not 
occur, you will find the patient derive much benefit from the’ uva ursi, or 
appearances 


Massachusetts Medical Society. Q71 
and 


The general external appearance of the was cedematous, 
there was some redness over the upper pend y thighs, from urinary 
excoriation. On opening the abdomen it was found to be ascitic; the 
liver was hypertrophied, and densely gorged with blood, but its in- . 
ternal structure revealed no organic change. ‘The general intestinal su- 
perfices was redder than natural; the appearance of the stomach pre- 
sented ng abnormal. On examining the kidneys (the pathological 

which it was expected would reveal the cause of death), 
the left one was found to be much larger than natural, and its general 
structure with blood. Its external surface was soft, spongy, 


wei 


2 


texture, but no other unusual abnormal worth 

natural character ; the bladder was contracted in size, and its external 
the 


bined with diseased kidney, were detailed by Sir Benjamin, but as they 
bore no similarity to the case, inasmuch as aneurism did not — 
exist, we_have not any notes of them.—Lancet. _ bation 


BOSTON, JUNE 5, 1839. 


MASSACHUSETTS MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


Pgrnars no annual meeting of the members of our State Society was 
ever more pleasantly and harmoniously conducted since its i tion, 

than that on Wednesday last. Being absent from the Temple two or - 
three times in the course of the morning, no good opportunity was afforded 
for chronicling the order of business methodically. Only a small part of 
the address was heard by us, and that at the close ; hence we must wait 
the regular publication of the Secretary, for es On Thursday 
the Council re-elected George C. Shattuck, M.D., All the 


to consist of phosphate of lime, and were taken to Dr. ; 
state. The the jum 
and on laying open the heart, the walls of the left side were found 
enormously thickened and extensively hypertrophied, but no disease of 
the valvular apparatus could be discovered. : 

Sir Benjamin Brodie remarked, that to account for the thickened 
state of the walls of the heart there must have been some obstruction to 
the circulation somewhere ; where that obstruction was, however, this 
dissection did not reveal. .Some cases of aneurism of the aorta, com- 
BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL JOURNAL. 

other officers remain ly es they were last year. 


Practical Surgery. 
the ization of a committee, which is to assemble on the 10th of July, 


at Worcester, to act and report upon a proposition to make very important 
changes in the Society, will be given in full at a subsequent period. 


PRACTICAL SURGERY.* 


Tue profession in this country are familiar with the high character of Mr. 
Liston’s system of Practical Surgery. It requires, therefore, no extraor- 
dinary exertion to persuade practitioners that the last republication of that 
tleman’s work, must necessarily be the best, when the fact is stated 
that additional notes and illustrations have been made by a very compe- 
tent person. We have seen a new edition by James Crissy, of Phila- 
ia, which has received improvements at the hand of Geo. W. Norris, 
M.D., one of the surgeons of the Pennsylvania Hospital. In this, there 
are one hundred and twenty engravings on wood, without which, after 
having once discovered their importance in conveying to the mind of the 
teader a distinct idea, the volume would indeed seem imperfect and much 
less valuable. Although much commendation 
beauty of the engravings—some of them being but poor specimens 
mJ ic art—etill they accurately explain the text, the great object in 
view. treatise on = 9 surgery, in. these times, without some sort 
of pictorial guide, would be quite defective, particularly to the student, 
since so much has been done by the assistance of the designer and engra- 
ver in modern productions. 
Dr, Norris assures us that the “character of the book is strictly practi- 
ing concisely written.” “The editor has restricted himself to 
adding a few brief notices of the manner in which-some of the more com- 
mon surgical affections are treated with us, at the same time that he has 
called the attention to certain points which have been passed over lightly 
by the author.” Thus we are presented in a modest, unassuming manner, 
with what Dr. Norris has done—and by an attentive examination, it will 
be ived that he is entitled to much more credit than he claims. 

t strikes us that this will be patronized ; in fact, it deserves to be well 
circulated, as it gives the latest intelligence in the department of surgery, 
in England and America. Whether it is on sale in Boston, or not, we 
have not been informed, but a good supply should be furnished for the 
New England States. We like to have every new volume, and as 
speedily, if possible, as our neighbors in New York and Philadelphi 


Phrenological Busts.—Mr. Fowler has made a decided improvement in 
mee De organs, as commonly seen on those plaster busts which are 
used in learning their localities. It consists in s0 developing each, that 
they are elevated above the common level of the skull. In passing the 
hand over the cast, the beginner detects the several prominences with the 
fingers, and thus easily fixes in his mind the place and connection of the 
whole group. Without some such guide, it would seem to require a pro- 
digious amount of practice before the manipulating phrenologist could con- 
duct an examination on the living ms with any of accuracy. 
In point of execution, the work is faultless. As most libraries are now 

* Practical Sergery ; with one handred and twent vi Robert Listen, 
with an by Googe W. Neri, MD of the of 
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ornamented with these sorts of specimens of science, and as it is also de- 
sirable to know — eh about how the land lays, it may be of impor- 
tance to state that Mr. Fowler's improved casts, to be had at No. 135 
Nassau street, New York, and also in es and Boston, certainly 
have a superiority over all other plaster models. 


Hospitals in London.—There are nine 
St. Bartholomew's, West Smithfield, founded by VIIL., 1 St. 
Edward VI.; 1563; Guy’s, ot the entien: 4 

= 1721 ; Westminster, 1719; St. George’s 1733 ; a 
17 Middlesex, 1746; University Hospital, Charing Cross, 1818. The 
minor hospitals are—the Seamen’s Floating Hospital, which had 2731 
cases in 1837—expenses annually 6335/. London Fever Hospital, 


erected in 1802, ave annual number of nts 400 ; ~~ 
1200 to and Vaccination instituted 1746—ex- 


a ospital (venereal cases only), erected 1770. St. 
e’s Hoepital fer for lunatics, 1751. Bethlehem H for in- 
——_ by Henry VIII., and cost 123,0002, St. 

Infirmary, and St. Pancras Infirmary. Besides these, 4 pe are ‘ay four 
dispensaries, completely organized, having every possible convenience for 
managing the sick, in door and out, with a full board of medical officers 
and surgeons. In "these are embraced ophthalmic and lying-in charities, 
truss societies, the Royal Jennerian institution, and asylums for the medi- 
cal care of the deaf and dumb. In St. George's and St. James's di 
saries, 700 obstetrical cases occurred in one year. The resident apothe- 
cary has a salary of 100/. per annum. At the Westers General 

sary, the expenditures in one year were 585/. At the | Unive 
re od for children, erected in 1816, from January to 1835 oe 
2389 cases. At the London Midwifery Institution, institated 1829S, the 
number of deliveries, from 1828 to 1833, was 9644. 'S Since that date no 
statistics have reached us. eee eee duties of 
various institutions, all having express reference to 

of two hundred and twenty physicians and surgeons, assistants snd spothe 
caries, are required. 


related by our correspondent Senex, in this day's Jou leave to 
record the following, which need no comment. 
A lady died, in ember last, in a neighbori town, aged 96. She 
a aan in‘ the family of her ‘third son (now 70 years old) for the 
ily since the marriage o son, ears ago, ve 
pe up eight children, and have always had seins Pree or hired men 
with them. lll but two of these children have removed from the paternal 
house, five have families of their own, are in health, and of their chil- 
dren (eleven i in va) not one has died. In this famil flesh meat has 


J three times a-day, the time above men 
and the old lady first named seldom failed to partake of it » and 
was, indeed, so Partial to theough thet ty mak- 


rev a whedon part of her meals. She was also, like all the 
rest of our old ladies, warmly attached to the use of tea, in which 
twice, and frequently three times a-day. She likewise, til 
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within a few years, with the rest of the family, partook moderately of ci- 
der with dinner, and also at other times. She never smoked tobacco, but 
used snuff pretty freely. 


Mechanism of Blushing.—The phenomenon of blushing is not the re- 
sult of an exciting, nor, strictly speaking, of a depressing emotion—but it 
is a compound of both; in other words, it is the product of a mized emo- 
tion of the mind. The internal faculty excites an indescribable sensation, 
which causes the face, actidn, to assume 
aspect of depression. Compare us rage Wi shame, 
the appearance of the features in both instances, which, perhaps, may de- 
monstrate more clearly what I have asserted. The color is nearly the 


the external i if we were to reason from analogy, is false.—From 
Dr. Burgess’s “ Physiology of Blushing.” 


Dessault’s Treatment of Hospital Erysipelas.—As soon as ever Des- 
sault perceived any trace of the development of erysipelas after wounds, 
operations, &c., he immediately administered to the patient one grain of 
tartar emetic in a large quantity of water. The unfavorable symptoms 
immediately diminished the administration of the draught, and some- 
_ times disappeared altogether, even when the only effect of the medicine 
was to increase the urine, and augment the cutaneous transpiration ; were 
the symptoms more obstinate, he then gave the draught two or three times, 
or oftener; as the fever disappeared, and nothing remained but some an- 
pleasant bitter taste in the mouth, he completed the cure with one or two 
purgatives. Dessault assures us that he never met with a case of h 
pe 7 pe (and there were many of them at the Hotel Dieu in his time) 

ich resisted this method of treatment. He remarked that the disease 
was always most obstinate and severe in persons who had been bled seve- 
ral times.— Gaz. Med. 


under Inoculation.—In the case of the v. Bennett, re- 
in. Maule and Selwyn, the defendant, an ecary, was jin- 
icted for having ipoculated for the smallpox, several infants, and, while 
they were dangerously ill of the said disease, unlawfully and injuriously 
causing oe, the public and highways. The de- 
fendant was found guilty. r. Justice lanc, i sentence, 
observed, that the introduction of vaccination did ss inediae practice 
of inoculation for the smallpox unlawful, but that in all times it was an 
indictable offence to expose persons infected with contagious disorders in & 
public place of resort. The defendant was sente to siz months’ im- 
isonment. 
[We trust that this example will be followed in analogous cases. It is 
Se of every individual to give such in- 
on as ma to nis t of those who wilfully propagate 


nance—the features of the one are strained to a point, whilst those of the 
other languish. In the former, the countenance, the “mirror of the soul,” 
reflects the true ~ of the internal excitement; whereas in the latter, 
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_ Medical Formule.—A little work was published in London, last year, 
containing a collection of medical formule from the writings of the most 
eminent physicians, and edited by D. Spillan, M.D., Fellow of the King 
and Queen’s College of Physicians in Ireland. We have received a copy, 
and pospene introducing the formule into our pages, a few at a time, as we 
room. 
Miztures. No 1.—R. Antimonii potassio-tartratis, gr. ij. ; destil- 


mat eger. 
‘ minimum 

No. 3—R. Mist. amoniaci, $ iij.; oxymel. scille, Ziv. M. Sumat 

o. 4.—R. Infus. Siv.; 3i.; 
sii. M. Cochleare misimum subinde. 

o. 5.—R. Mist. camphorsz, mist. amygd. dalc.. &4 ij. ; liquor ammo- 
nie acetatis, Siss.; spir. etheris nitrici, vini amtim. 
&A Siiss.; syrup. tolutani, Siss. M. Sumat cochlearia duo ampla se- 


Medical Miscellany.—The monthly Part of our Journal for June 1 
comprising the Ma ‘elven far igi 
communications, which were written for its pages icians residing 
by taking oxalic acid, through mistake, for salts.—A committee of the 
Legislature of Connecticut have reported in favor of appropriating $20,000 
for an asylum to receive the insane poor of the State, supposed to be ei 
hundred in number.—Lectures on animal magnetism are absorbing 
attention of all classes in England. Men of high professional rank are 
either exceedingly devoted to the progress of this imposition, as truth, or 


pelaned commissioners to visit the various institutions in New England 
the accommodation of the insane, and report to the next Legislature of 


of Amesbury, writes us that he is the inventor of the new tooth instru- 
ment referred to a few weeks ago, and presented by Dr. Gale.—Green’s 
essay on diseases of the skin was distributed to the Fellows of 
al | 
have the work entire in this country.—The London Medical Gazette 
our weekly medical miscellany under the head of gatherum.—Dr 
Huston has been appointed one of the physicians to the Blockley 
Philadelphia.—We have seen nothing of Dr. Pancoast’s work on 
of prolonging life. Then there is a work on dental surgery, PY 
Harris, M.D., published in Baltimore, that would be sought were 
had in Boston.—Those gentlemen composing the committee of the Massa- 
_ chusetts Medical Society, who are to meet at Worcester in July next 
expenses. | 


ig 
42, 


* 


on a ve pints of c irit, chi iexey » in thirty minutes.—Dr. 
Lync vA Smith and Dr. Lewis Condui of New Je who were 
Dat State, are now on a tour oO! observation hey were in Boston fas 
week, and dined with the Massachusetts Medical Society. —A mechanic, 


Medical 


are 
iom” is in- 


with 


ue time. The 
The one on 


nt 


PRIVATE MEDICAL 
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l—ecariet fever, 7—lung fever, 1—burn, 1 1—disease of 
A PHrrstcian, a business in a 
hie the most reasoseble terms. uize of 
Their have regular access medical the Massachusetts 
They wil be to the prectice of House of Correction, which 
presente a large number of important cases, ‘They Will 
tunities for the y of Practical Anatomy, not to any in the country. re cae pupils, 
larly to those im the last year of their profesional studies, facilities will be afforded acquiring « 
She of studies, during the interval between the 
te etudents at the expense of the instructers. G C. GHA’ 
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Oct. 31—eptf Ja. 
WINSLOW i 
DR. HOLES UTERO-ABDOMINAL SUPPORTER. 
a pertect restoration to health, it never’ having 
Benjamin C. Brodie tte Semmes 
to Guy's Hospital ; Br. Righy, Lecturer to Bt 
York by Professor J. W. Francis; G. 8. 
of New York; Professor Delafield, Professor 
Hull, Pres. Med. Society State of New Y 
Cyrus Perkins and Doane; James W: 
States. AMOS G. HULL, Office 4 Va 
to e@orded the mest sasontial Prine 
TO PHYSICIANS. | 
his estate for sels, which consists of good buldings tod 
Wers his estate fur which consists of good buildings small] farm situation 
for physician as cen be found inthe State Per 
THE BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGIC every Wednesday 
D. CLAPP, JR., at 124 Washington corner of Franklin tc 
addressed, post peid. It is also in Monthly Parts, with @ printed cover. There are two 


BOSTON MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
JOURNAL. | 


Vou. XX. Jone 12, 1839. “No. 18. 
CLINICAL REMARKS AT 8ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. — 
BY sin B. BRODIE. 


with apparent disease of the right hip-joi 

Mr. Catler examined her carefully, could anche 
rangement of structure, and Sir B. Brodie did the same, with a. similar 
— The patient’s tale is, that about six years since, she received a 


which the hip became purple, y 
this period the pain has continued with 
able to walk about in the ward, but cannot 
trochanter, or the slightest rotation of the joint. 
and her tongue clean, but ber rest at nigh 
B. Brodie examined her, both verball 
and acuteness which he. so well knows how to dis i 
vous cases, but he could not detect her “ tripping ” in the slightest de- 
gree. He observed that the variation in color over the hip-joint, on 
which the patient laid so much stress, was either a lie or a mistake, most 
probably the former ; and that although there was no evident disease of 
strecture, yet there existed a very deplorable state of nervous system, 
characterized by many of the symptoms which she had described. She 


4 


el medicines in various forms since her admission, 
As her case exhibited many 
symptoms which might be true 


already stated ; was, therefore, recommended to,take a trip into the 
ar health began to suffer from confinement to bed, where 


| THE 
Anomalous Cases of Hysteria.—We have often drawn the attention of 
our readers to the medical and surgical treatment of these cases in the 
—— There are, at present, two of this description under the care 
first of these is a young woman w countenance presents no 
She was admitted 
during which time she was leeched and blistered over the affected part, : 
the view of detecting the chaff from the wheat, and report 
to Sir Benjamin Brodie at his next visit. This was done, 
a more than what bas been 
herself for admission as on inepetient, ient, and under Sir Benjamin 
l 
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To Conaesronpests.—Several communications on the tobacco question are 
on band, and will be inserted in due time. The ron “Charlatanism” is in- 
admissible in its The one on “ Quackery,” with considerable 
omissions, will be made use of hereafter. 
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